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tions. Common allegiance to the British throne is the cemen-
ting- material which, consistent with the ideal of: national
unity, keeps the widely separated and otherwise  disjointed
parts together.   Under the protection  of the Union  Jack,
the symbol o£ Imperial unity, the French of Lower Canada,
the Boers o£ South Africa, the Britishers of Australia,  and
the Hindus and Muslims of India feel security of  lifo while
travelling over distant lands and oceans. The growth of this
sentiment has been slow yet steady.   It has often been
accelerated  by  those  world  catastrophes which have en-
veloped all the continents and even threatened a disruption
of society.   Ever since  the  meeting of the fii'st Colonial
Conference of 1887 the British as well as Dominion  states-
men have brought their heads together  to  remove  doubts
and to create greater and  better  opportunities for mutual
appreciation and understanding.    Each successive Colonial
or Imperial Conference has improved upon its predecessor
and by harmonising the foreign policy of the Empire given
each member a voice in its determination to the good of the
whole   as well as  o£  each integral  part mid ultimately
contributed to mutual understanding.
We now propose to indicate in what manner the
problem of Imperial unity is likely to grow in future. It is
certainly dangerous to attempt at political prophecies when
changes are taking place almost every day. No one can
foretell what future holds in its hidden folds, yet, if
a rough conjecture be permissible, we can throw some
light dim as it may be, upon the future, A feiV questions
arise out of the Imperial problem. Will the Empire
split up into fully independent states ? Will it become
a true federation in future? Or will it approach the
ideal of a perpetual league o£ nations, in other words
a Commonwealth, in which each part will be on a
footing of equality with the others ? If none of these, what
other form is it likely to take ?

